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Editorial
Another year has passed by all too quickly and we are now well into 2011. Next year will mark

Labrador Welfare’s 20" birthday as a registered charity and we would like to celebrate this
land mark and would be grateful of any ideas that you might have for us to make 2012 a bit
special. Please contact us if you have any thoughts.



You will find that all your favourite mix of articles and news are in this newsletter. Many of you
tell us how much you look forward to the twice yearly event. News of the i

dogs we have found homes for always seems to be well read but some In thi s Newsletter
of you have told us that you don't find anything of interest. Of course

there are costs involved with producing the Newsletter and with cost of

postage rising yet again in April it seems irrational to send out copies to 2010 Adoptions
those of you who are no longer interested. The Newsletter is too large a June’s Jottings
document to email out to you but it is also available via our web site Re-homing update
where you can see the photos in colour (beyond our means for printing) The way we work

and a few of you have told us that you are happy to access the
Newsletter that way. Of course we are happy to send out copies to all of
you who prefer to have a paper copy and we are aware that a number of
you do pass your Newsletter round to relatives, friends and neighbours,
but to ensure that we are making the best use of our resources | have
included a short questionnaire in this edition which | hope that you will
find time to complete. Please remember that any printing costs that we

can save will go directly to helping the dogs that are handed in to our AGM

care. 50 Club update
Foster dog update

Our AGM was held in November 2010 and the officers and trustees’ Sponsor dogs

reports are included in this edition. We do realise that many of you live Helpers

too far away to make attending the AGM an option but we do hope that Fundraising

the reports help you to feel in touch with what is happening. Our next Dog Walk

AGM will be held in November of this year so if there is anything that you
would like the meeting to discuss or if there are any matters that you

would like to raise please do contact me with information and | will be Su’s Snips
pleased to present the item to the meeting on your behalf and give you Me_mor,y Lar_1e
feedback. Quincy’s quips

Return to sender

| would like to make it clear that the views given in any of the articles are
the authors and not necessarily those of Labrador Welfare.

2010 Adoptions

We re-homed 81 dogs in 2010 of which 11 dogs had previously been re-
homed with us at some time

Of these 54 were dogs and 27 were bitches.

The break down of colours is: -
34 Black
26 Yellow (including 1 fox red)
21 Chocolate

Ages ranged from 3 months to 10 years.

June’s Jottings. ......

Unlike last year we managed to get the numbers of dogs in kennels over
Christmas down to 4. This was all down to the efforts of our home
visitors who pulled all the stops out, at a busy time of year for all of us. |
know that dogs don’t have any conception of Christmas and to them it is
just another day, but it does help the kennels staff and eases my
conscience. Despite the cold weather our dog walkers still managed to
get up to the kennels so those dogs that were left certainly got their legs
walked off. Of course all good things must come to an end and between
Christmas and New Year | took 2 strays in with another 2 following at the
beginning of 2011.
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Unfortunately one of the stray’s kennels in West Yorkshire has closed and this has had a
knock on effect for us. Strays from South and West Yorkshire now come into our local stray’'s
kennels and as you know Denise and Janet always pass any Labradors on to us. We have to
be there for these poor unfortunate souls but they do cost us money as they usually come
through with kennel cough (this is inevitable and unavoidable). We then have to wait until they
are better before we can get them vaccinated and as you know there is always a two week
gap between primary vaccinations. The dogs can'’t be taken for walks during this period so
add that to the week or so that they have been in the stray’s kennels and you can imagine
that they are pretty hyper by this stage and not at their best when people view.

One of the most distressing things about these strays has been that they have been lovely
natured dogs. Some of them have obviously had no time spent on them and a number have
had conditions that have required veterinary treatment (more of this later) but | can honestly
say that not one of the strays has a suspect temperament. To be on the safe side | will never
re-home them to families with young children but apart from being bouncy | really do not think
that any of these dogs would have turned a hair. The other thing that has saddened us has
been the number of chocolate dogs that have come through as strays. | remember when we
got Oscar as a puppy in 1994 the colour was regarded as rare, now this is far from the case.

Since the autumn newsletter we have re-homed Lola, Cassie, Toby, Dyson, Nora, Harvey,
Billy, Cody, Tilly, Eddie, Charlie, Daffyd, Dilly, Poppy, Rusty, Missy, Burt, Harley, Tyson, Sam,
Max, Harrison, Dude, Millie, Bobby, Nolli, Jude, Kia, Emma, Fudge, Sandy, Amber, Louis,
Henry, and Edison.

Lola came thorough to us as a stray with no name. Rachel (at the kennels) thought that she
looked like a Lola so that was the name she was given. With most strays you eventually find
some fault with them, (they either have medical problems or they are prone to roaming). We
honestl couldn t find a fault with this girl, although at 4 years of age she was sadly often older
than what people were looking for. She has however found a lovely home
where she is much loved and there haven't been any problems with her.
When | told the new owner what her name was he told me that when he
was a young man, he and some friends had gone out and ended up in a
pub with a juke box. They decided to play a few songs off the juke box
but whatever title they chose the only record it would play was ‘Lola’ by
the Kinks! So some happy memories there!

Cassie hated kennels and was very grumpy. However when she was out

: of the kennel she would roll on her back for her tummy tickling and was a
different dog. We used to find bitches easy to re-home but sadly the older girls are always
over looked so although we were desperate to get her out of kennels no one was interested.
Then fate struck — Gareth (who has kindly walked the dogs for us for many years) lost one of
his old dogs. He told us that he had really taken to Cassie and that when he had  pgms
taken her walking with his own dogs she had got on well with them all — would
we consider letting him adopt her. Well of course we were glad to say yes and it
is nice that after all these years Gareth has finally been able to have a Labrador
Welfare dog of his own. We have just had word that Cassie has been very poorly
and has had to go to the vets. Pyrometer has been diagnosed and she has now
been spayed.

Harvey's re-homing was a difficult one. His owner was suffering from mental
illness and as is often the case in such circumstances he didn’t realise that he
wasn't really looking after Harvey as he should. Fortunately his ex wife was able
to persuade him to let her hand the dog over to us and because of his background we didn't
put him on the web site and we also tried to re-home him well out of his previous area. He is a
young dog who needed a bit more training as he was still giddy but his new owners have him
on the right path and the future is looking good for this young man.

Billy came through to us because he was too much for the older dog in the household. Sadly
this does some times happen. An owner sees their dog reaching the twilight of their life and



doesn’t want to be left dogless. They often also think that a young puppy will give the old dog
a new lease of life. Sometimes this is indeed the case but often things turn out the way they
did for Billy. We found a new home for Billy in North Yorkshire — in Heartbeat country. This is
the first time we have re-homed a dog in this lovely area of Yorkshire and there is loads of
room for Billy to let off steam. His owner is very experienced and has 2 other dogs for Billy to
play with. Billy has made good progress in his new home, is much better behaved and looks
to have a settled future.

Eddie was first re-homed by us in 2008 when he was 5 years old. Sadly his owners split up
and poor Eddie was being left for long periods. Realising that this was not good for Eddie the
lady contacted us and asked if we would find him a good home. She found parting with Eddie
very difficult to do but knew that it was in his best interest. It did make things easier for her
that she knew that we already had a prospective home in mind for him. Alan, who has had a
number of dogs from us, had contacted me to tell me that they felt ready for another dog
following the loss of their oldie. We all thought that Eddie, who by now was 7 years of age,
would fit in very well and we asked Alan if he would give him a try. Eddie has fitted in very
well and is loved by all the family. Jenny is not too well and we hope that he will be a loyal
companion for her whilst Alan is away; Jen’s carers have already fallen in love with this guy.

Milly , at 7 months, was still only a baby when she was handed over to us. Her owner was
having to leave her for long periods of time and that is never good for a young dog. We tend
not to put these young dogs on the web site as everyone wants them and it means that the
older dogs don't get a look in. Milly now lives on the east coast where she has settled in very
well.

Charlie. | wish that we had a penny for every chocolate Charlie we have re-homed as it would
keep us going in vet fees for a while. This Charlie was a particularly nice guy with, unusually,
quite a good pedigree, but came to us when his owner was moving to a property where dogs
were not allowed. Once again someone who had adopted a dog from us in the past felt ready
for a new friend following the loss of their old dog. It is so pleasing when these people contact
us again. Most have kept in touch with us through the years and so we have got to know them
pretty well. | felt that Charlie would be right for them although I'm not sure
that he would have been the dog they would have chosen. However it was
love at first sight and he has now settled in to his new home where he has
become an important member of the family.

Daffyd and Dilly Everyone felt that these two should be re-home together
and we were lucky enough to find them a home in a rural location where
they could stay together. Unfortunately this has not worked out as the pair
were always going missing and it would have been irresponsible to leave o
them in that location. The family who had taken them on obviously found 377&3‘/ £
the situation stressful and in a rural environment there was little else they could do to make
their property more secure. They have now been re-homed individually and they have
benefited from being on their own. Daffyd has gone to a home where he is the only dog and
the individual attention has been so beneficial to him he can now be let off the lead and will
return when called. Dilly has settled in well with her new family and her behaviour has also
improved. The two of them simply encouraged each other and not for the better so were
better apart. We have often found this to be the case with dogs that have grown up together
and in some instances where one dog has dominated the other the less dominant dog has
really come out of its shell in its new home.

Poppy was purchased as a puppy and all seemed well until she had completed her
vaccinations and started to go out into the big wide world. Her owners noticed that she
stumbled at kerbs and so they took her to their vets. She was then referred to one of the
leading eye specialists who found that she had detached retinas in both eyes and had no
sight in one eye and would soon loose what sight she may have in the other. The probable
cause for this condition was an infection when she was born. Her owners were devastated as
the husband (who would be her main carer) has a medical condition that means that he
cannot walk long distances. Their plan had been for him to take the dog to a secure place and



play fetch games to exercise the dog, but obviously this was not going to be possible.
Although the breeder gave them a refund she was unable to take
Poppy back.
The specialist had told them that Poppy was perfect in every other way
and that her eye condition would not cause her further problems we
knew that there was no reason why she should not be re-homed. We
didn’t put Poppy on the web site as we felt that would attract people
who felt sorry for her but had perhaps not thought through what having
a blind dog entailed. We were determined that she should lead a full
life and so we didn’t worry when Gareth took her for walks in the
woods. It was on one walk that he met a family walking their two

‘ #u=.. Labrador bitches. The family spoke with Gareth at some length and a
couple of days Iater they contacted us to say that after reading up about blind dogs on the
internet they felt that they would like the challenge of bringing Poppy up. June talked to the
family and discussed what Poppy’s condition would mean. The family seemed very sensible
and as the specialist had said that she felt Poppy would benefit from the company of another
dog we decided to let the family come up and meet Poppy at the kennels. We hoped that the
two bitches would take to Poppy and that it wouldn’t be too much for her. One of the bitches
was bit funny with Poppy at first but young Poppy took it all in her stride and the dogs are now
the firmest of friends. Poppy has made fantastic progress in the last couple of months. She is
very responsive to sound and is even able to have some off lead exercise. We will keep you
updated on her progress. The photos is of Poppy when she first came into kennels — we think
you can see that she was spoilt rotten by Sally and Rachel.
You may remember that Suzanne adopted Cheeko from us a number of year back. Cheeko
was also blind from birth and although he was older than Poppy Suzanne did a lot of work
with him. It was and is good to know that we have someone with practical experience to fall
back on should help be needed.

Rusty is a particular favourite of ours as he spent some time at our house when he first came
into kennel. The pack dynamics were all wrong so we felt that there would be someone who
could offer him a better home and this proved to be correct. His new mum did a lot of work
with him teaching him his manners and he has turned into a wonderful dog. However things
started to go wrong. First his young mistress died of cystic fibrosis and then we were shocked
to hear that his mum had died. Happily Dad has found another lady to share his life with but
Rusty sadly did not fit in so we arranged to take him back. A family had just contacted us and
we felt that they seemed a good match for this lad and as luck would have it he was soon on
his way to his new home where he has settled in very well. It amazes us how dogs take
everything in their stride and cope with whatever life throws at them. We are certain that
Rusty has a secure future in his new home.

Burt and Sam came in together following a breakup of relationship. It is a sad reflection on
life that this is a common reason for dogs to come through to us. Both are very nice dogs and
luckily we managed to get them both out of kennels just before Christmas. Burt has gone up
to the North East. His new owners were worried that, after a long journey down, they might
not like Burt but he did seem to ‘tick all the boxes’ for them. As soon as his new mum set eyes
on him she told us that she was having him and he wouldn’t be coming back!

Sam’s new mum was a little bit more cautious and wanted to go away and think about things
for a couple of days. Dad had made his mind up there and then so probably found things a bit
frustrating. However he tells us that his wife is usually like that and we felt that it was far
better for her to be sure than for Sam to have to come back. He is filling the slot that their
previous dog had left and has fitted in very well with the bitch of the household. He tells us
that his new ‘sister’ makes a good pillow!

Tyson was a worry to us, not through anything he did but because no one seemed to want
him. You see he was one of the dreaded inbetweenies! It seems no one wants the dogs
between 5 and 8 years of age and Tyson is 7. We find that we end up having to really ‘hard
sell’ these dogs and yet they make such good pet. We eventually asked a couple if they
would consider him and they agreed to come and look at him. Everything went well and he is
now settled in his new home.



Max had been purchased as a puppy. Sadly things started to go wrong when his dad had a
stroke and was no longer able to walk him. His mum found him far too strong on the lead but
tried to carry on as they loved Max so much. One day Max saw a dog on the other side of the
road and in his efforts to say ‘hello’ pulled his mum into the path of an oncoming car.
Needless to say mum got a mouthful from the driver who told her she shouldn’t have a dog if
she couldn’t control it and she sadly accepted that the driver was
quite right. A family really did want to adopt Max but he proved too
much for them and they had to return him. A captain in the military
applied for a dog and was very open about what he would take. He
also told us that he liked walking. We wondered if this might be the
right home for Max and were delighted when the gentleman said
that he thought that Max was well worth a visit. Jackie tells us that
doing the home visit was quite an experience and Max is now that
first dog we have that actually lives in the officers’ mess although we have re-homed to
service personnel before. Max’s owner will shortly be leaving the forces but will be staying in
the area. Max has settled in much better than we could every have hoped and although
‘training classes’ are looming on the horizon his behaviour is much improved.

Dude came in to us when Joanne was looking for a dog following the death of Pip. She was
prepared to take on an older dog or even foster again for us. As always we had a few middle
aged dogs that needed homes but no oldie at that time so we asked if she would consider
Dude. She has found that he has fitted in perfectly with her lifestyle and enjoys
meeting people when she takes him to work. Unfortunately he had started to limp
whilst in kennels and so a trip to the vets was required. We weren't sure if he had
come in with the limp or acquired it whilst at the kennels. Dude had in fact
damaged his cruciate ligament and so he had to undergo an operation which of
course we paid for. He is making an excellent recovery thanks to Joanne’s care.

Harrison (yellow) Millie (chocolate) and Bobby (chocolate) were all straight
forward re-homings. You will be pleased to learn that Millie has gone to live with
Sally Wheeler (our fundraising coordinator) and has filled most of the gap left by
Bugsy. Millie is now showing her true character and has certainly won the heart of
all her family.

Nolli was a problem dog. She wasn't a good traveller and was rather fond of her own voice.

Sadly she was also one of our middle aged girls. She is not a big dog and doesn’t have a

nasty bone in her body so we felt that there had to be a home for her somewhere. We waited

and waited and were beginning to think that we would never re-home her when a lady who

had asked us some time previously if we might have a dog for her aunty contacted to ask
about Nolli. Now this young lady works as a police dog handler and was to
do most of the walking of the dog so although Nolli was strong on the lead
we thought that it might just work out. She only barked a couple of times
on the way to her new home and is responding to training although we are
told that she still like to have the last word.

Jude and Kia both came in as strays. 3 year old Jude has settled in well
in his new home but sadly when we took 5 year old Kia to the vets to have
a lump investigate things started to look ugly for her. Two mammary
tumours had to be removed one of which was malignant. Alan is
reasonably optimistic that he has got it all away but the next 6 months will tell. We had
found her a home and fortunately her new dad was still willing to take her on. He is so
fond of her that he is happy to take each day as it comes and enjoy whatever time they
have together. How lucky we are to find homes like this.

Cody and Harley have proved to be a learning curve for us. A lady
rang telling us that her daughter has split up with her boyfriend and
had come back home bringing Cody and Harley with her. The lady
already has a dog of her own and as the daughter was unwilling to
walk her dogs the lady was having to walk all three. As she found
this impossible to do she had to do two exercise sessions. She



certainly seemed at her beam ends so we took the dogs in as quickly as we could. The family
were very upset when they took the dogs to kennels and they were asked a couple of times if
they were sure that this was what they wanted to do but they did sign the dogs over to us.
You probably won't be surprised to hear that they called 2 days later to say that they wanted
the dogs back. We explained that the dogs were now our responsibility and that they would
have to go through the adoption process. As the dogs had been handed over to us we were
committed to ensuring that they went out in good condition. Harley proved to be a monorchrid
and so we had to have him neutered and he also had a dietary condition that we had to sort
out. Cody also needed his booster whilst he was with us. The family did help with some of the
cost but we still ended up out of pocket.

Emma was re-homed by us in the autumn of 2010 to a family who had adopted a dog from us
a little while ago. The last time we contacted the lady all seemed well with Emma. Apparently
things got worse between the two dogs and rather than contacting us the lady sent the dog to
her father who lives in Cheshire. We already knew that Emma was an escape artist and we
suspect that was the reason that she originally came through to us as an unclaimed stray. It
wasn't long before she was escaping from the father’s garden and fortunately this time they
did contact us and we were able to get Emma back. We were also shocked to subsequently
find out that an advert had been put out for a new home for Emma. Of course it states very
clearly on the adoption form that if the dog cannot be kept for any reason then it must be
returned to us but some people seem to forget what they have signed up to. We took great
care when re-homing Emma this time but she has settled in better than we could ever have
hoped for and her new owners are delighted with her. So all's well that ends well as the
saying goes but this situation certainly caused us great concern.

Fudge and Princess came through to us after an urgent call from Yorkshire Rose Rescue (a
general rescue group that we work with). A vet had contacted them regarding two chocolate
bitches that the owner had taken in to them to be put to sleep because she wasn’t well
enough to look after them. Yorkshire Rose wanted to know if we could help and of course we
said yes. This group are good about bringing dogs to the kennels for us and Fudge and
Princess were soon in our care. We had been told that Fudge had a callus on her front leg but
when Becky saw her she contacted us to say that she felt that this was more than a callus.
We arranged for Fudge to be taken to the vets (they both needed vaccinations any way) and
Alan diagnosed a tumour. We have had this removed and unfortunately the
tumour proved to be cancerous. However Alan is optimistic about the
outcome and we know that he is particularly good at this type of surgery.
Fudge now lives with Becks who we re-homed just over a year ago. The
two girls get on very well together and Fudge is now settled with the family.

It's amazing what an afternoon’s shopping in Tesco can bring! | was just
about to join Su with the fortnightly shop when a call came through on my
mobile. It was from Yorkshire Rose Rescue. They had a Lab Cross looking
for a home, could we help? and within minutes | was looking at a photo of a very cute Lab
cross who was easily Labby enough for us to re-home. Amber ’s original owner was unable to
keep her but had vaccinated and microchipped her and had her neutered to try to encourage
another family member to take her on. Unfortunately none of the family would have her and
she had been pushed from pillar to post. She proved to be a very sweet young lady with quite
good manners and we were confident that someone would have her. We get so few bitches
that we can usually find a home for a Lab cross and Amber’s age was
certainly a selling point as well. You will be pleased to know that she is
now settled in her new home, is doing well and we confident that she
won't get pushed around again.

Re-homed dogs up date

As always we received a number of ‘updates’ over the holiday period on dogs that we have
re-homed. We get a lot of satisfaction from knowing that they are doing well with their new
owners and would like to share the following updates with you.



We received this update on Max who you may remember was so ill Andy had to rush him to
the vets where he stayed overnight. Here is what his owners say:-
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Lucky was re-homed last year and his new owners waotéddp his name as they felt that they were
lucky to get him and he was lucky to have foundva mome.

Just thought I'd drop you a line and let you knawH_ucky is doing. | have attached 3 photos to let
you see how well he is. One is of Seth my grandsiny his first job having arrived home from
school, giving Lucky a good brushing, one is ofdyugewly groomed and the last one is the pair
relaxing together. These too are inseparable, yuslsad when Seth goes to school and happy when
he returns. He is a wonderful dog and we are fereyrateful to Labrador Welfare for making our
family complete - well almost. Lucky now has aeaothember
of his family who he spends all day watching andiginyg with
his nose, | now have another grandson Eli born@B#tember
and although | would never trust any dog with a Binaby
everyone who has seen them together are amazedtky Lhe
sits by the pram when Eli is sleeping, when Bhkid on the
floor on his baby gym mat Lucky is always laid vtk chin
on the mat watching with interest every move Ekesathis is
until Seth appears and then Eli moves into secdackgn
Lucky's list of favourite people.

We had a couple of health issues with him theet th
beginning of the summer when he broke out withca ba Seth and Lucky

spate of eczema, we have 4 visits to the vet bi¢fdesared up and then one month later it camekbac

| worried that maybe this was the real reason hisvpus owners had let him go, however after
another course of treatment - touch wood, he appext

He just loves being with the family and his onlglgem as far as he's concerned is still laminate
flooring, when anyone comes to the house he's dp#rio the door to see who's there forgetting all
about the floor between his rug and the door bahtbn other occasions he sits on his island (rug)
refusing to come off it, He's a right daft dog andery well loved one

Lucky has been on 2 scout camps since comingdadigias one of the highlights of the camps with
the children, joining in all their activities frofouilding assault courses in the woods to paddlmg i

the campsite stream, always being the first in byahe fire when food was being served he hadja bi
secure field to run in and was in his element asuSleader | have taken Seth along with me on camp
since he was 2 years of age and of course he cogldicamping this year without Lucky

The way we work

You will have read about Cody and Harley and the problems that we had. The family claimed
that they hadn’t understood that they couldn’t have the dogs back once they had been

handed over to us. In view of this we decided to look carefully at our paperwork and we now
feel that the forms are clearer and there can be no excuse for people not to know what they
are signing up to. We have always told people to read through the form before they sign but
we have now asked Home checkers to go through the adoption form with the prospective new
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owner. Those relinquishing dogs are given as much time as they need to read the form and
they are always asked if they are sure that they want to sign the dog over to us. Copies of the
adoption and relinquishing form can be found on our web site but if you don’t have access to
a computer and would like to view the forms please contact us.

Membership

Thank you to every one for renewing their membership. Obviously times are difficult and one
or two people have been unable to renew their membership this year. We want to make it as
easy as possible for people to be members so please don'’t forget that we do have
concessionary rates — contact June for more details. Many of you have been members since
1992 and quite a few of you were member before that. The knowledge that you feel that after
all that time we are still doing a good job really does give us a boost.

AGM

Due to building work we were unable to hold our last AGM at Terry’s, so we all made our way
to Ray’s house for a change. The meeting was well attended but was mainly concerned with
the election of Officers, Trustees and Committee. Copies of the Officer’'s and Trustees’
reports are included at the end of the Newsletter.

50 Club update

Dogs in our care at present are:

Mandy Fennel, Ruby Thornton, Cassie Armstrong, Mollie Farrar, Phoebe Raybould, Ben
Townend, Remus Bartholomew, Alfie Beckingham, Bella Cater,Bart Hoyland, Chomsky
Ingham, Tess Marsden. Holly Robinson, Duke Radford- Wheway, Shadow Lever, Dyson
Green, Sam Flintan, Sandy Moore. Rex Crofts Boomer D’Arcy Malone,

Winners since our last Newsletter are: -

October Ken Hoyland

November Matthew Budd

December Susan Britton and Paul Baker
January Pauline Webster

February Paul Herschell

March Ann Penniall

Foster dog update
We would like to introduce you to our new foster dogs and to their carers:

When Cliffe Kennels contacted us to see if we could help with an older dog of course we said
yes. Sandy had been found straying and although she was not claimed a younger person (a
son perhaps) did ask about her well being. We didn’t know much about Sandy apart from the
fact that she seemed fit and healthy. Her age was estimated at around 8 years but as you can
never be sure with a stray we felt that she would be better going to a foster home. Fortunately
she didn't have to stay in kennels too long before we found a couple who were happy to take
her on. We are always glad when this happens as we really don't like the older dogs stopping
in kennels for long periods.

Rex belonged to a family where the husband was in a wheelchair and Rex was proving a bit
too lively. As is often the case when someone is ill there is less time for the dog and this was
the case with Rex. He is very fit and certainly doesn’t look his age.

Boomer 's owner had sadly died and none of the family could take him on. This is always a
very sad state of affairs and this family really did feel the loss of the last link with dad. This is
one time when we can help by giving relatives the knowledge that the dog will be found a
loving and permanent home for the rest of their lives. Fortunately June had someone on the
books who was waiting to foster so Boomer wasn't in kennels for long

Sponsor Dogs
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Sandy still remains our main sponsor dog. He still takes Epiphen and Epilease but these are
controlling his fits. He also has regular blood tests to check his kidney function as the
medication can affect these organs. He has just had a check up and he is fine. He is well
behaved but does sometimes bark at other dogs.

Jack has juvenile arthritis and will remain on the Sponsor Dog scheme for life. Jack has made
such good progress that he is only on medication when needed. His owner has to monitor his
weight as he soon puts on the kilos. Jack isn't really getting the benefit from his hydrotherapy
so we have cancelled these for the time being. Our main aim at the moment is to get Jack’s
weight down and we are trying to support his owner with walking him.

Henry has skin allergies and these can flair up from time to time. At the moment Henry's
allergies are under control. He enjoys going to the Yorkshire Dales and to Bridlington. He is
well behaved and although he was a little unsettled at first he is now very relaxed in his home.

Toby has made real progress thanks to the dedication of his owners. They have recently
been on a cruise and Toby stayed with his Labrador loving uncle. He has really settled down
now, is eating well. He now only jumps up people when he wants to go out. Toby has been a
very popular sponsor dog and we would like to thank you all for following his progress.

Mac His wry mouth hasn’t caused him any problems and his teeth are still ok. Mac was rather
timid when he first came in to us but he has grown into a very well behaved dog. He enjoyed
his holiday in Cornwall.

His owner has this to say about him:-

‘The photo of Lucky on his own was taken yesterday, (11 Feb) looking very handsome. He is
areal treasure and is continues to bring joy to my life. He is also a huge hit with everyone he
meets. He has a little sister called Purdy who came to me from guide dogs (I registered at the
same time as | was looking for Lucky and 6 months later....) Itis just a pity you can't do a
version where you could feel his coat as it is still like a very young puppy it is so soft just like
him really. He has grown into himself, really intuitive with other dogs but is no push over either
just quietly assertive. We go along to an obedience class and he is really quick to learn - if
only | could master the tasks! | don't even get the walking correct most of the time

Regarding his mouth when we went for annual booster there was some plaque build up on
one side so we are trying a paste called logic dental gel but | suspect | might end up just
cleaning his teeth with a toothbrush which is good practice anyway. If we have any serious
problems then | will let you know and thank you it is good to know you take such good care
and provide fabulous follow up as well.’

Charlie Bucket was involved in a RTA as a young dog and
suffered a broken front leg. He hasn’t had any problems with his
leg, and has grown into a well behaved lad, even coming top of
the training group! He enjoys his food and going to the caravan

Max hasn’'t had any problems with his joins. His owners monitor
the exercise he takes and at the moment he doesn’t need any
medication. He is well behaved and much loved member of the family

Oscar has joined the scheme as he has bad skin allergies and needs regular medicated
baths. His owners tell us that he is fine and is coping well with his health problems. He is a
much loved companion and has such a sweet nature.

Kia and Fudge both had tumour removed whilst they were in our care and will they will be
covered by the scheme for any reoccurring problems connected with this. We sincerely hope

that neither of these dogs ever need our help for these conditions and that they have made
full recoveries

Helpers
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A number of our helpers have been ill around Christmas/New Year and we hope that they are
all now well on the way to recovery. Many of them fell victim to flu and Peter Noble seemed to
suffer a particularly nasty variety which left him very chesty. John Joel's wife Barbara has had
a bad attack of sciatica which we know she found very frustrating. Hopefully all of you are
now well on your way to recovery.

| am sure that you will join us in sending our sympathy to Kath (our Assistant Treasurer) on
the loss of husband Chris’ mother. Chris is always there to offer us advice on finances and to
sort out our balance sheet.

We feel blessed that we have such a loyal team of helpers as unfortunately not all our sister
charities are as lucky. So would everyone who makes donations of money or time please
stand up and take a bow as you are our most valuable asset.

Some of you will know Tony and Caroline from the home visits they do in the North Yorkshire
area. Others will know them for their two chocolate boys, Marshall and Parker, and yet more
will remember them for bringing, Samuel, our youngest supporter, to the dog walk a couple of
years ago. Sadly Sam has been very poorly with a very nasty infection. The little lad was very
brave and as we write he was well on his way to recovery but it has been a very worrying time
to Caroline and Anthony.

Raising Funds

Our thanks must go to all of you who have sent us donations either at Christmas or along with
your membership renewal. Whilst the recession continues to bite we have found that our
members and friends have been as generous as ever. We know that many rescue
organisations are struggling to make ends meet and we are grateful that we don’t have the
ongoing cost of premises and wages that some charities do. Thanks to your support we are in
a relatively safe financial position but we must never be complacent and your fundraising
efforts are still a life line to us.

Mission fish

You may remember that we told you last time that people selling items via E bay were able to
make a donation from their sale to a favourite charity. This has raised us some small amounts
of money and has certainly been worth doing. So please remember that if you are selling
anything this way we can benefit from your sale.

Postage stamps

We are still saving postage stamps so we hope that you remembered to save the ones off
your Christmas cards. Don't forget that your stamps should be sent direct to

Stamps for Charity (041LW)

10 Bellamy Avenue

Hartcliffe

Bristol

BS13 OHW

Please ensure that you include the code 041LW as this will ensure that the money raised
from your stamps goes to us.

Easy fundraising

This has proved popular with a number of our supporters and a record amount of over £116
was raised over the build up to Christmas. This really is a very easy way to raise money for us
if you ever buy anything via the internet. Please visit the site as we think that you might be
surprised at the businesses that participate.

Every click

We have been disappointed at the response to this easy method of raising money. All you
have to do is use Everyclick as your search engine and they will make a donation to us for
every time you click. Please visit their site for more information.
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Our Fairy Goth Mother

Yes Hazel and Graham were at it again. Their New Year event raised £150.30 for our funds
(this is only part of the money raised at the event as Hazel always divides the money between
at least 3 needy charities). As we had three dogs who had needed extensive surgery the
money was more welcome than ever. Over the years Hazel and her friends have raised
hundreds of pounds for us and many dogs have a lot to thank these wonderful people for.

Bran tub

For a number of years now Mike Carey has run a bran tub amongst his friends for us. Mike
really loves his yellow Labradors and has now given 3 of our dogs a home. Bradley has been
with him the longest and is pretty good at helping Mike with the Bran Tub.

Cards

Alison Kinch has sold Web Ivory cards again for us this year. We have lost count of how
many years Alison has done this for us but this year sales have really plummeted. This would
seem to have been in line with the national trend which reported less Christmas cards being
sent last year.

Collection Morrison’s and Pets at Home

Many thanks to all of you who answered Sally’s request for help at these two collections.
Being able to take along the dogs is certainly a big pull as far as donations are concerned and
they do get people asking questions about the work we do so there is always some good
publicity. The good people of Sheffield once again dug deep into their pockets and raised
£226.80 at Morrisons and £140.33 at Pets at Home(Heeley) for us.

Do you know of a supermarket or shop in your area that would allow us to do a collection? If
so please contact us as at present all our collections are in the Sheffield area.

Table Top Sales

Unfortunately all the table top sales we were going to attend on the run up to Christmas had
to be cancelled due to the bad weather. This is always a bit of a gamble at this time of year
but this is especially disappointing to us as it is a slack time of year for us as far as
fundraising is concerned.

Sheffield half marathon

No one has ever run a race to raise money for us but this year 2 brave souls have entered the
Sheffield Half Marathon to raise money on our behalf. Andy Smith is one of them and is the
boyfriend of Penny Teasdale (Pendeby). Penny did some work experience with us a few
years ago and although she has done very well in the show ring her family have never
forgotten about us. When Andy said that he was thinking of running the half marathon Penny
suggested that he could get sponsors to help raise money for us.

Joanne Ruston gave a foster home to Pip who became a loyal companion. Joanne now has
Dude who has proved a joy to live with and has become a special part of her life. Joanne
always helped with Pip’s vet bills only coming to us when a large amount of money was
involved. Not everyone can afford to do this but where they can this obviously makes a
difference to us. She was also grateful to us for sorting Dude’s cruciate ligament out and so
decided to run the half marathon to raise money for us.

The race is on Sunday 8" of May so please give these two wonderful people all the support
you can and if you live in Sheffield perhaps you could go and cheer them on. There is still
time to sponsor either (or both) of these brave souls. For more information visit our web site
or give us a call.

Bedding

Many thanks to everyone who has collected bedding for the kennels. We have a few places
now that are acting as collecting stations. Most things can be used as bedding including
towel, bedspreads, curtains, and duvet covers etc as well as blankets. Duvets and pillows can
also be used inside the waterproof covers we bought last year but please don’t send feather
one for obvious reasons.

We thought that the water proof covers would be ideal for the Labs as they can be packed
with pillows or a duvet. Unfortunately we have found that one or two dogs do rag their beds
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whilst in kennels although they may not have done so in their own home. If anyone knows of
a totally indestructible bed that might be appropriate for use at the kennels please let us have
details.

www.labradorwelfare.org

Some people may be under the impression that we run the website ourselves - this is not
true. When we were first considering setting up a web site Peter Hoult offered to help us and
has organised everything for us ever since. Peter is our web master and does all the updates
for us. Normally Su will send updates out to Peter after the weekend as this is the time most
dogs will come in and go out. Peter tends to update the site towards the end of the week.
Sometimes we hit problems when either one of us has a fault with their computer or one of us
is ill, so please bear with us if there are sometimes delays.

Mike Elshaw will normally take photos of the dogs when he goes up to the kennels (usually
once a week) but sometimes the weather is just too bad to make photography worthwhile.
Photos of re-homed dogs are only used if the owner has given permission.

Dog Walk

Our annual dog walk at Castle Howard will take place on 18" September 2011, but we will be
sending out more information nearer the time to those who live near enough to attend. The
weather was really unkind to us last year and it was very slippy and muddy underfoot. We
hope that history will NOT repeat itself and that we will at least have a dry day. David Blades
has offered to work out another route that will be dryer underfoot if we have another wet
summer.

Su’s Snips

It really is a bag of snips this time so | hope that there is something here that will interest
every one. | do know that many of you enjoy taking your dog(s) on holiday and know a
number of you have even bought a caravan especially for the dog. However if you are looking
for accommodation where you can take your dog(s) then things can start to get bit difficult.
Some accommodation and even caravan sites do not allow dogs at all whilst others have
restrictions on the number /size / breeds of dog that they will accept. If you have enjoyed a
holiday with your dog then please do let me know the details as | would be more than happy
to pass them on via the Newsletter.

Jean Mallory has kindly sent me the following information on a web site
www.dogfriendly.co.uk . The membership fee is small (just under £6 per year) and Jean tells
me that she has used the site a number of times. She also understands that membership will
also entitle you to discount on various things including accommodation booked through
cottages4you (10% refunded). Welcome Break will also give a 10% discount.

Jean has also told me about an app that those of you with i phones might be interested in.
Jean tells me that she hasn’t actually used this one herself so feedback would be
appreciated. For information and to download the app (which is free) visit
www.gowalkies.org.uk

You can also access information through the Kennel Club web site under ‘open for dogs’
which will give information on places to visit as well as dog friendly pubs and places to stay.

Jean has also sent me an article on ‘danger foods’. This has been covered in a previous
Newsletter but there always seems to be new foods that are found to be harmful to dogs so
an update is always worthwhile. Foods on this list are: - chocolate, grapes, raisins and
sultanas, onions, tomatoes (although these do have benefits do be aware that the plant itself
is toxic as are unripe fruits — so beware the avid greenhouse dog!) and mushrooms (which is
a new one to me and a food that Max loves). Also mentioned are Macadamia nuts, walnuts,
nutmeg and avocados. Good foods listed are fruit (except grapes) yoghurt, cottage cheese
and raw bones, although the latter can make some dogs very loose.

Just before we leave this subject | want to tell you about one of my own experiences of
dangerous foods. On our walk to the field the dogs and | have to go down a narrow path
which is easier to negotiate with the dogs off the lead. A row of back gardens back onto this
path and although all of them have secure fencing one doesn’t. The owners of this garden
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obviously put out a considerable amount of food for the wildlife (badger?) so want animals to
have access. As you can imagine most of the dogs that go past simply can’t resist the food,
the main problem being that the dogs can get in but the undergrowth doesn’t allow access for
owners. Max went into this garden one day and to my horror | notice that they had put 4
whole corn cobs out. Despite all my efforts | couldn’t get Max back until all the food had been
eaten. Now as you know the cob is totally inedible and is the most common cause of
blockages in dogs. So far Max has managed to bring back 6 or 7 pieces of cob and is still
doing so 4 weeks after the incident. At least | know what Max ate and can monitor him but
what about the wild animals that the food was put out for — they would have died in agony!

Some of you will have heard about dogs being taken ill (with some fatalities) after walking in
woodlands. Locally to us a number of dogs have been taken ill over the last couple of years
whilst walking in Clumber Park and Sherwood Forest and there are also 2 more sites in
Norfolk. The Animal Health Trust has undertaken research and has created a questionnaire in
order to try to identify the cause of the problem. So far over 400 questionnaires have been
returned to them and they are now starting to get a picture of what is causing the mystery
illness. It does seem that it is seasonal as incidents seem to occur in the autumn and reports
seemed to cease around mid November. They say that there is a strong possibility that cases
of Seasonal Canine lliness (SCI) will reappear towards late summer/autumn and if this does
happen they want to be in a position where they can pre warn dog walkers about the risk and
alert people as soon as possible. They regularly update the SCI mini site so do access it

through www.aht.org.uk

Many of you will know that dogs can now be volunteered as blood donors. Not all vets are
able to participate in this scheme as you will need to attend one of the blood drives which are
held within a 2 hour drive of the blood bank at Loughborough. (For more information on blood
donating visit (www.petbloodbankuk.org.)

News is now out that a veterinary tissue bank is to be established. — the first of its kind in
Europe. Typically donors will be young to adult dogs that have been involved in major trauma
or may have been euthanized due to poor temperament or chronic pain. To authorise
donation of tissue you will need to sign a consent form which your vet will be able to advise
you about. After death your pet will be placed in the care of The Veterinary Tissue Bank. They
will arrange individual cremation and will return the ashes to you. (for more information on
tissue donation go to www.vtbank.org).

Researchers at the Animal Health Trust, Roslin Institute and the Royal (Dick) School of
Veterinary Studies are hoping to create a diagnostic DNA test to assess the genetic risk for
hip and elbow dysplasia in Labradors. They hope that this will help breeders identify high risk
individuals and make more informed choices about which dog to include in breeding
programmes.

The present hip and elbow screening programmes involves x raying dogs under general
anaesthetic and then sending the x rays away to be scored by a team of experts in that field.
The present screening system isn’t cheap and dogs must be more that 1 year old before they
can be screened so that their skeletons are fully developed. The new system would enable
dogs to be screened at a much younger age and also eliminates the need for anaesthetic and
x rays. Unfortunately as the inherited component is cause by the interaction of a number of
genes (polygenic) this is likely to involve slow and painstaking research. Nutrition, body
weight, trauma, exercise, etc also have an effect on the condition so it is unlikely that the
disease will be eradicated altogether. For more information visit www.aht.org.uk/labrador.html

Memory Lane
Well here we all are again. I'm glad to see that you have all survived
the cold winter that we have just had. | can see that quite a few of you
have come a long way to join us this time round so | guess that you
will be ready for a hot drink and a biscuit or two. Just watch Max as he
will take the food out of your hand given half a chance, any one would
think that we never fed him.
Ron has come all the way from Cumbria as he has ‘A shaggy dog
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story’ to share with us. I'll let Ron tell it in his own words.
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Thanks for sharing this with us Ron; | could see one or two of you having a chuckle. | always
tell our gang that | always love them but | don't always like them!

Perhaps we should send this to one of the Television stations as it could be the new
‘Heartbeat’. | hope that we can persuade Ron to share a few more of his experiences as a
Lake District copper.

Louise has come up from Somerset to tell us about Bella who she adopted from us

Bella came to us as a four year old, very overweigh t lady, who

slotted into our family as though she had always be en there. She was
loyal, caring, and protective of all of us and a co mplete character.
After a few months of steadily increased exercise, she lost the
"barrel-look" and took on a stocky, athletic Labrad or shape, with a
huge appetite for tennis balls, walkies and of cour se, food! (What a
great hoover!) She allowed the children to place d oggy-choc drops on
her front feet and would wait to be told before eat ing them!! Her
best trick was to be able to pluck cherry tomatoes, peas and beans
straight from the plants without causing any damage I In hindsight,

we should have renamed her "Shadow" because she fol lowed me
everywhere - excellent in the sitting room, keeping my feet warm; not
so good lying outside the cloakroom door or by the cooker!! She was
the best friend ever and her very short iliness did not give us time
to plan to be without her. A year later and we are ready to think of
another dog, but Bella will probably never be fully replaced. Thank
you, Labrador Welfare, for giving us such a wonderf ul friend.

My goodness — look at the time! | guess that you will want to be on your way to get the dogs
taken out for their walk. Do join us again next time and don't forget to share those special
moments with us.

Dog Bless
Quincy’s Quips

| hope that you have all survived the winter. We did, although it was very cold

in Sheffield with plenty of ice before Christmas. The council came and put grit

on our footpaths but then it snowed again and covered it all up. Abby got sore

feet because she bites her nails and then the salt got in them. Su put

something on them called ‘Paw Wax'. It comes in a little round flat tin with a lid

on it. Abby said that it did help to protect her feet but she didn't like it as it
didn’t taste too good.

Do any of you put food out for the wild animals in the winter? We always feed the birds and
put out seeds and fat balls in those special holders that squirrels can’t figure out. When we go
to meet our pals on the field we have to walk down this path and the gardens of some houses
back onto it. All of them have fences or wire mesh but one has a gap in it which just has dead
branches across it to stop the Humes getting in. Of course we dogs can squeeze underneath
and Max (who is VERY greedy) always sneaks in given half a chance. Su makes a fool of
herself by standing there calling him and, to give him his due, he does come but only when he
has finished eating everything. One day however they had put out some whole corn cobs and
of course Max ate the lot! Su stood looking on in horror but couldn’t get in to him to stop him.
As you know the cob is totally inedible, but try telling him that! Corn cobs are one of the most
frequent causes of blockages in dogs so June and Su spent the next couple of weeks
worrying and expecting the worse. Max did manage to sick up 4 bits of corn cob a few days
later but promptly ate one again. They had to wait for another couple of weeks before the last
corn cob came back up. We all hope that this is the end of the incident and that Max doesn’t
have to have an operation. He now has to stay on the lead on the field as it doesn’t matter
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where he is he will run off to find the garden and won’t comeback until everything is eaten.
Apparently there are a number of other dogs (sadly this includes Abby) who will also go in this
garden. The owners are probably thinking what a good job they are making of feeding the wild
life and perhaps put more food out — pity they don’t have one of those CCTV cameras!!

Some of you will have met Kath, (our assistant treasure). Kath lives round the corner from us
so her back garden runs up to our back garden. This is handy as it means we can meet Trixie
who is our back garden buddy. We are also able to patrol the garden when Kath is away. This
is a pretty cool thing to do and | know Kath is pleased that we do it for her — perhaps you
could do the same for one of your neighbours. We always get paid for our work — usually in
biscuits. We once gave Su a scare when Kath was away as one night we were all barking at
the fence. Sure that this must mean a prowler Su went back for a torch only to find that we
were all barking at a hedgehog!!!! Abby also has a bad habit of barking at owls.

See ya!
Quincy

Quincy’s letter page
Ebony writes via email

Hello Quincy
| am so very sorry that | haven't rote 2 yu latly. Do hope yu r still my friend?

Mum is always sooo busy, dashing here & there but always takes me on

walks. Sumtimes | go swimming in the brook although my friend Monty (hes
a choclat pointer) will only go in where he can still stand. The snow was grate fun, do u like
rollin in it like me? It wus very cold & the humans complained but dont no why. They had
thermuls, hats, gluves, scarffs. | just had my fur coat .

My human mum & dad are having problems selling r house. Apparuntly lots of people have
lost jobs, taken pay cuts & cant afford to move. Me, Im ready to move any day. Nearer to
fields & a new friend, shame the vet is only just round the corner. Herd mum say Rob from
agility works ther but | am used to him now he gives me treats. In the begininn | backed away
& would not go near him. Mum didnt no why till another trainer told her that Rob was a vet &
had cum strait from work. Its the smell!!

2 familys are interested in r house but cant sell thiers & the others want mum 2 practicully
give it away.

Mum gets quite short tempered & | am ofton in trouble for not walking close enuff or sitting too
slowly. | no she luvs me lots as gave me a Father Christmas that says " Ho, Ho, Ho, Merry
Christmas" when | pick it up. | think it gets on dads nurves as he keeps putting it on top of a
high unit wher he thinks | cant smell or see it. Doesn’t work.

Speaking of witch, herd you nerly walked into a post as had yr nose to ground. Ope u r
alright.

Well | had better go as mum wants to do sum jobs & | cant do emails on my own.
Take care of all your friends.

Lots of luv
Ebony

Dear Eb

Thank you for your email

| know that your mum has been very busy so can understand why you have not written. Lots
of my pals find it difficult to find time to write but | am always pleased to hear from them and
they are always my friends — falling out is something the Humes do, not us dogs.

| don’t know why Humes have to wrap up in all that clobber when it is cold. We hate wearing
coats although Abby has to wear one when it is raining. She had a new coat which didn't fit
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her as it was a bit small and Cheeko (who we meet on our walks) had one that didn't fit her
because it was a bit big, so they did a swap! It gets VERY cold on the field where we walk
and poor old Des (our Greyhound chum) often starts to shiver even though he has his winter
coat on. He has some problems with coming back when called so has to walk with the Humes
(i.e. not very fast) so is disadvantaged before he starts. However he does have a lovely warm
duvet at home and he goes into duvet mode about half way round the walk.

Sorry to hear about your house. The house round the corner from us is for sale — it's been like
that for ages. It is something to do with a recession. Now one of our predecessors had a
recession on his ear but that didn't seem to affect him like that — having said that he never
spent any money so maybe that was it.

With regard to my accident. | was walking along minding my own business and looking where
| was going because it was icy when a bus shelter jumped out at me and hit me on the head.
Don't worry, like the Geordie hamster on the advert’ I'm all right’. However | must warn you to
be on the lookout for bus shelters, lamp posts and the like as it would seem that after all the
years they have provided us with leg cocking posts they are now fighting back!

Keep squeaking the toy

Your loving pen pal

Quincy

Luke writes (1)

Dear Quincy

Just a few lines to let you know what I've been doing lately, not a lot from the normal routine
actually.

My friends and | did have a fair amount of fun doing what we dogs do in the snow we had just
before Christmas. | think you have more snow than us so you must have had some fun one
way or the other. | hope it did not cause you any difficulties.

Since then it has been quite muddy over our hills and park, me and most of my friends have
found the soil much easier to eat and it seems to have taken on a better flavour since the
Pope came to our park last year. We all get told off but you have to have a sneaky bit don’t
you? A lot of muddy water holes have appeared and | just love to jump in and out of them, it is
fun! | seem to be having a lot more showers lately!

There have been a few events in the park lately, they can be a bit restrictive and a nuisance
but at least they leave a few tasty morsels around.

We have been for some walks in the woods and | have chased many a squirrel and rabbit but
they always seen to disappear in front of me, never can catch one.

Bosun, the Labrador | live with, has been teaching me how to carry the papers and
magazines back from the shops, he does it very well. | think | have nearly got the hang of it.
Both Bosun and |, have been visiting some of mom and dad’s friends and had a couple of
sleepovers. | must say | like to go off on my own and have a nice quiet sleep after supper, just
to get away from the domestic staff for a while.

So you see all is normal and I'm ticking along nicely. | will write again later especially if things
get more exciting.

Woof for now

Your friend

Luke

Dear Luke,

Thank you for your letter. We do love to receive your mum’s multimedia messages on June’s
mobile but it was nice to get a letter from you as | get to open it

We had a lot of snow in November. It got really deep and the first day we went out in it no one
else had been out. It was well up to my tummy in most places but Abby was up to her neck in
it. She found it very hard walking what with her arthritic legs so she opted out of a couple of
walks and just played in the garden.

The field where we go to play has also been very muddy. One day a week we meet a little

Cocker-poo called Bernie. She is a bit of a nut case and races round and round and always
ends up in a very muddy puddle. All her legs get black and she looks like a little sheep. A
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family of sheepdogs sometimes come for their walk whilst we are on the field and | don't think
they know whether to round her up or not! | can’t say that | have ever eaten mud but Abby
enjoys a bit of potting compost when she can get it.

As for squirrels we have to be on patrol to see that they don't eat all the food that is put out for
the birds. They climb up trees you know which is probably why you can never catch one
although Abby has tried to climb a tree before now. Oscar (who used to live with us) once ate
a squirrel but that had been run over

It's very good of you to try to learn how to fetch the paper for your Humes. Personally | think
that they need the exercise and should carry it themselves but if you enjoy that kind of thing
then do it.

| have only ever been for a sleep over once and came home with an upset tummy  Not nice!
You obviously have better friends.

Bye for now

Quincy

Luke writes again

Why can't | take the stick into the house? O well | will sit here and chew it then! Me mum just
said to be careful | didn’t get splinters — said something about checking me mouth la ar —
that’s how the young people talk init, me mum gets mad.

The stick is one | found and carried home/ I'm proud | walked home and everyone woz
saying ‘aahh look at him, in't he clever’. Excuse me! | am a Labrador huh! Humans By the
way our mum has CFM on the radio and it sends us to sleep. She said something about
giving us cultra — | thought that was farming. Tara

Luke

Hi Luke

I must tell you about our friend Woody. He found a big stick on the field but when he got hold
of it the ends broke off and he was left with a piece of stick stuck across his mouth. He
couldn’t get it out no matter how hard he tried to paw his face. Good job Uncle John was there
as he was able to open his mouth whilst Aunty Sharon held him and between them they
managed to get it out. If they hadn’t been able to get the stick out he wouldn’t have been able
to eat his dinner — how bad'’s that?

Re cultra — | think that if it is farming it is Aggie that does it.

TTFEN

Quincy

(Luke’s Mum tells us that if she is talking or telling Luke not to go in the mud he really shouts
at her. She was going to buy him a hoody jacket and a baseball cap as he is so cheeky.)

Hallo Quincy

Thank you for inviting me to tell you some of the things I've been doing since leaving the
‘hotel’ 2 years ago. Suppose that makes me a ‘star’ now?

| had no social skills to speak of and was very nervous of everyone and everything around
me, but with patience and use, gradually my confidence grew. On a medal rating, from going
from bronze, eventually | got my gold. Sometimes slipping back to no medals ha ha! But, hey,
it was all trial and error, as | keep trying to show Bob and Shirley although Rome wasn't built
in a day, it was finally built.

Now my little black book is full of friends. Some leave a lot to be desired but we can’t be picky
can we.

The world is such an exciting place with so many places to go to and explore. My very
favourite pastime (much to Bob and Shirley’s disgust) is rolling in fox poo. The smell that
envelopes me is heavenly. | try to do that at every opportunity. Those times, the name calling
starts. It isn't Sandy Sam, but stinky or Smelly. Then | think ‘What'’s their problem?’ Humans
can be so odd. Jealousy | reckon.

Then there’s the hoovering. All the rabbit droppings (lush!). Don't they understand I'm keeping
the place tidy? Just as our poo is picked up, so I'm doing the same. Then there is ‘alacarte’
grub left lying around by — you guessed it — humans! I'm tidying that up too. Only that's a skill
because Bob and Shirley are always trying to outwit me by trying to spot things first, but they
can't get to places | can, so no contest there.
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My other ‘fun things to do’ is pinching other dogs’ balls. Doesn’t matter what state they’re in,
and cramming them all in my mouth together. Unfortunately my regular pals’ owners are wise
to me now and fall over themselves to pick all the balls up, as soon as they spot me coming
(drat!) so have to rely on unsuspecting new pals. To drop all of them is also an art. You drop
the ones sticking out of your mouth, then ‘gag’ and the last one right at the back pops out —
easy peesy! Sometimes | hear Bob and Shirley discussing how many screws are missing in
my head. Sure | don't know what they mean!!

But not all fun. | have learnt to ‘give a paw’ when asked (boring) and ‘lie’ (also boring) ‘sit’ and
‘stay’ (double boring). Suppose it makes them feel good as if they've got the gold medals.
You should see their daft faces light up when | do it. Little things please little minds is what |
say. Any way Quincy, it is a pleasure sharing my doings with you. There’s a lot more to tell so
perhaps another ‘chapter’ as we say in the trade, could be sent to you for a further
Newsletter.

I’'m going to bed now with my dad. Have had a busy day and must get my energy up again
ready for tomorrow’s delights.

Love

Sandy Sam.

Dear Sandy Sam

Thank you for writing to me. I'm sure that our readers would love to hear what you have been
up to so please do write again. They will be pleased to hear that you have settled in so well in
your new home. By the way the rooms at the ‘Hotel’ have recently been upgraded and are
much posher now. | don't like Hotels and much prefer to be in my own bed (or someone
else’s given half a chance!)

I'm sorry that Bob and Shirley don’t seem to have got much of a handle on doggie things but
then that is Humes for you. | also have to clean up after Humes when | go for my run in the
field near us. There is a bins for them to use when they pick up after us but lots of folk don’t
use them. | have to then go and pick up after their dogs and although | say it myself | make a
good job of it. Rolo and Mia used to help but for some reason their mum and dad don't like
them doing it so it is up to me now!

| used to know a few tricks like sit, stay and give a paw but they really make a big hole in my
snooze time these days so | don’t do them anymore. Max is a keen ball collector and has
similar problem to you in that ball throwers walk the other way in fact some owners give him a
dirty look!

Keep up the good work

Love

Quincy

RETURN TO SENDER

% !
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Labrador Welfare dog

Bugsie Wheeler tells me that his legs have been feeling a bit funny for a while now and that
he had to use a ramp to get into the back of the car. This had enabled him to get out and
about as it can be a bit boring when you can’t walk far. He had been on medication for awhile
so he hadn’t been in any pain but in the end things just got too much for him and his family
couldn’t see him suffer any more. You may know Bugsie’s mum as she is Sally who runs the
50 Club and organises the collections. He misses his family an awful lot as he had lived with
them since 1999 but he has now settled in with us all.

Ellie Roberts came to join us in February. She tells me that June offered to take her on from
a strays kennel when her time was up so she is very grateful to Labrador Welfare for saving
her life. She tells me that she lived in a village in Derbyshire. Now | haven’t actually walked
round this village but | have seen it from the car window lots of times and | can tell you that it
looks a very nice place to live. She has had a long and happy life with her owners and says
that she hopes that they realise how much she has appreciated this.

Foster dogs

Blue Lindsey has joined us after a long stay in his foster home. He went to his new home in
February 2007 and has enjoyed nearly 4 years with his family. He misses them all very much
and will always be grateful to them for giving him a home; they always made him feel that he
was very special. He knows that his family will be missing him but he had just reached the
end of the line. He has settled in with us and has soon made friends but he does send his
love to his family

Pip Ruston Joined us just before Christmas. He was passed on to Labrador Welfare through
another local charity where he had been described as a Labrador Cross — (to be honest he
looks more cross to me than Labrador). He was so fit and healthy that he used to go jogging
with his carer but gradually this became too much for him. He loved his new home and was

23



very sad to leave but he was delighted to hear that his carer has adopted a dog from
Labrador Welfare as he tells me that the dog will have a fabulous home

Bonny Higgins joined us right before we sat down to our Christmas dinner — how is that for
timing. She started to feel very ill and her carers had to rush her to the vets. The journey took
much longer than normal because of all the bad weather but eventually they made it. Her kind
vet thought that she had had a stroke and so they let her join us so that she would be able to
enjoy her Christmas. We soon made her feel at home and she enjoyed her lunch.

Lucy Green If Lucy had arrived the day before | would have said that it was an April fool but it
wasn't. Lucy had reached a very good age and had enjoyed her last years with her new mum
and dad and Harley. She tells me that she used to go with mum and dad when they were fund
raising, just to show folk what well behaved and long living dogs we are as a breed. She
always enjoyed meeting people and actually got the meet the Lord Mayor of Sheffield last
year. She enjoyed good health for her age but one morning her legs just wouldn’t do what
they were supposed to do and because her mum and dad loved her they didn’t let her suffer.
She has settled down well with the other Labrador Welfare dogs and is happy with us. | have
to say thank you to mum and dad for giving her a wonderful home.

Martha Britland arrived on my death-day (I celebrate the day | arrived here as it's such a
nice place to be and it's also another excuse to have a nosh!) — just in time to join the party.
She had been very ill for a few days and hadn’t been eating or drinking so you can imagine
that she was famished and also very thirsty. For a minute | thought that she was going to eat
all the food but there was still plenty to pass around. Martha says that she had too much
protein in her body and despite all their efforts her vets were unable to save her. She also
tells me that her loving carers had lost a previous dog, Nala, under similar circumstances.
She is sorry that she had to leave them this way as they had given her such a lovely home —
her previous owners having lost her and never bothered to find where she was. Martha hope
that in time her carers will feel able to give another dog a home as they are super people.

Jasper Musson has just joined us — there is always one that is on the last minute! Ha well it
keeps me on my toes. Like so many Labradors Jasper went off his back legs and his carers
had no choice but to say good bye to him for the time being. Jasper had been with his carers
for some time and had really enjoyed himself. He also used to like to go to the Labrador
Welfare fun days where he always took himself for a walk with his lead in his mouth.

Member’s Dogs

Timothy Brook turned up the other day looking for his sister Lucy (who | told you about last
time). Timothy is a 14 year old Parson Russell but as Lucy is a Labrador we were soon able
to re unite him. He was sorry to leave Audrey especially as the rest of his family are getting on
but he was very happy to meet Lucy again, so Mum mustn’t worry about him. He sends his
love to the rest of the gang.

Peggy-Sue Brook has also joined us — not that long after Timothy arrived. | was beginning to
wonder if there was some reason why this was happening as it wasn't all that long ago that
Lucy Brook joined us. Peggy Sue explained that they were all getting on a bit so it was
inevitable but she feels so sorry for her mum who now has Henry, Rhea and a new dog (Corgi
X Jack Russell) from a general rescue to keep her company.

Blooming heck — another one of the Brook clan has arrived — Henry . What is the matter with
this family? Secretly | think that they have all enjoyed living together for so long, they don’t
want to be parted. It's their mum that | feel sorry for as it must be awful to lose three of us in
such a short space of time. Obviously Henry isn’t lonely but he will miss his mum.

Broom McMullen also arrived looking for someone — Saffron in this case. She told me that
she has had a very good life living with her family and that mum must be feeling very lost as
she only has one Labrador now.

Barney Baker came to join us a short while ago. He tells me that his mum and dad always
had dogs from Labrador Welfare but the last time they wanted one there wasn't a suitable dog
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available and that they then heard that he needed a home and so they took him on. He was
sorry to have to leave his dad as they had been really good pals and had been through some
difficult times together. He has asked me to tell his dad that he has found mum who was
delighted to see him again and she is looking after him until the time that they can all be
together again.

We've known lots of pleasure,

At times endured pain;

We've lived in the sunshine

And walked in the rain.

But now we're separated

And for a time apart,

But | am not alone-

You're forever in my heart.

Death always seems so sudden,

And it is always sure,

But what is oft' forgotten-

It is not without a cure.

There may be times you miss me,

| sort of hope you do,

But smile when you think of me,

For I'll be waiting for you.

Now there's many things for you to do,
And lots of ways to grow,

So get busy, be happy, and live your life,
Miss me, but let me go.

Chocs away!!!

Your chocolate chum
scar

Chairman’s Report for the AGM held on Sunday 14th N  ovember 2010

Labrador Welfare re-homed 77 dogs in 2009, which is slightly less than last year. However we have
seen a rise in the number of dogs handed over to us through financial difficulties and through the owner
having to work longer hours. We have also had more dogs handed over whose vaccinations have
lapsed and this has cost us money both in getting vaccinations done and the necessary extra two week
stay in kennels.

We have tried to keep the number of dog in kennels down to a manageable level but we have still had a
number of dogs that have taken a long time to re-home. These have mainly been dogs in the middle age
bracket or any that have the slightest behavioural problem. It is disappointing that so many people see
rescue as the way to find a well-behaved manageable dog, they obviously have no concept as to what
these dogs have gone through. However we have had some excellent people contacting us who have
been prepared to work with the dog that they have taken on with compassion and understanding; if only
there were more like them. | have been pleased to hear that a number of people have enrolled in a
session with a dog training club and that we now have a growing number of Labrador Welfare dogs who
have attained their Kennel Club Good Citizen awards at all levels. Well done dogs and congratulations
to their dedicated owners.

As always | must thank Andy and Becky Lewis for all the hard work they have put in on behalf of
Labrador Welfare. They show such commitment to our work and have been so helpful to us over the
years. | would like to pass on our special thanks to the girls at Rainbow kennels, especially Rachel, Sally
and Alex who look after the dogs on our behalf and are so helpful to those people who are relinquishing
or adopting dogs. Sadly Alex has decided to seek pastures new and we would like to wish her well for
the future. Our thanks, as always, go to Gareth and Steve who continue to exercise the long stay dogs
and those that are strong or difficult on the lead. My thanks also go to our other dog walking team who
walk the dogs for us or play with them in the compounds. Without these people the dogs would lead
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very dull lives. | would also like to thank Mike Elshaw for all the hours that he puts in at the kennels and
for his help with vet runs. His hands on knowledge of the dogs has been invaluable.

Despite the recent bad publicity vets have received, we have had excellent support from many
veterinary groups within our area, and | would like to thank those that take care of our foster and
sponsor dogs, and those who have supported our dogs whilst they have been in kennels. We also rely
on the information that vets pass on to us concerning the dogs and we have benefited from their
knowledge and expertise. We have had to make a couple of difficult decisions regarding dogs this year
and | would like to thank the vets who have supported us. Pet behaviourists and trainers have also
helped people who have adopted dogs from us. Their professional advice has been appreciated and
there have been occasions when this advice has been essential to enable us to make the right decisions
regarding the dogs.

Our committee has met four times this year and these have been very productive meetings, sometimes
going on into the late evening. All our committee members are dedicated to the Charity and they work
exceptionally well together. It is difficult to single out any individual but | would like to thank Sally and her
fundraising team for all their hard work and John in his role of Transport Coordinator. Thanks to John’s
knowledge and driving experience he has picked up quickly on problems and we have been able to take
prompt action that has undoubtedly saved us a considerable amount of money. We took the decision to
part with the Suzuki while it was still of some value and have purchased a second hand Fiat Doblo
which fits our needs and should be cheaper to run. The Doblo now sports our logo on the rear side
windows and has attracted a lot of attention. | would like to thank Marjorie Booth for donating the Suzuki
to us; this vehicle has given us good service for 4 years now and has given us the ability to move on.

Our Fun Day at Rainbow kennels was once again a big success thanks to every one’s efforts. We
attended the Bark In The Park at Huddersfield again this year and | understand that this event goes from
strength to strength. The Green family have also attended a number of galas and fetes in Sheffield for
us and have made some valuable contacts. My biggest disappointment is that we still have no
volunteers who will attend or organise similar events in the other towns and cities within the area we
cover. Our sponsored dog walk continues to prove popular with a number of people attending on a
regular basis. | would like to thank David Blades for leading the walk and to Linda who always helps on
the stall. It was such a shame that the day was so wet as we have come to expect sunshine for this
event.

The Association of Dogs and Cats Home amended their constitution this year to include associate
membership. | am pleased to inform you that Labrador Welfare has been accepted as an associate
member and we will be able to access many of the benefits of this organisation. Our Secretary deals
with all communications with the ADCH but | understand that there is a good forum on their web site and
that there is a good network system in place.

I would like to thank all those who help the charity, either in financial or practical ways; we couldn’t
function without you. | am pleased that our membership remains healthy but | would like to see more
people becoming involved and would be pleased to see more young people taking an active role in the
charity.

Ray Carnall
Chairman

Secretary’'s Report

The correspondence received since the last AGM has consisted of letters from members of Labrador
Welfare and members of the public. We have also had one written complaint and | would like to thank
our Trustees for their help in dealing with this matter. | have also sent out letters of thanks for donations
and to those who have raised money for us. | would like to thank Sally Wheeler who has helped me by
sending out letters of thanks for events that she has organised. Email is still proving to be a very
effective method of keeping in touch with members and with those who have offered homes to our dogs.
With the rising cost of postage this has resulted in significant savings. It is always a pleasure to receive
photos of dogs in their new homes. Many of these are emailed over to us and | am now receiving more
than ever. We have also had updates on a number of dog that have been re-homed by us in previous
years

On average we now receive 13 to 20 emails per day. The fact that | receive fewer emails is due to the
reduction in Spam mail | receive and this is down to Service providers who have made it more difficult
for these people. Emails are normally answered with in 24 to 48 hours and we receive many comments
regarding our prompt response. Requests regarding adoption are sent a copy of the application form,
which they are asked to complete and email back to us. Forms are still posted out to people who do not
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have access to the Internet. We have had a number of enquiries from people living outside our area and
these have been directed to the appropriate rescue group.

Minutes have also been produced for our Committee meetings (four this year) and our Fund Raising
Committee, which has met on 3 occasions.

Since joining the ADCH we receive notification of new topics on their forum and receive notification of
meeting and courses. This has been an excellent way to network with other charities involved in re-
homing animals.

We still receive requests from people wanting to know where they can obtain a puppy and we have
been glad to be able to point them in the right direction. Purchasing a puppy from a reliable breeder
helps to ensure that dogs get the best start in life and are less likely to become a re-homing statistic.

I would like to thank David Hammond of Talda Computers Ltd for keeping us on line, for sorting out any
problems and for ensuring that our computer is up to date. He still gets me a good deal on cartridges,
which is an great help to me personally as we get through so many printing our own forms and
documents. David continues gives me sound advice for which | am very grateful.

Our web site continues to be well received and many people tell us what an easy site it is to use. | must
thank Peter Hoult for all his efforts, for keeping it up to date for us. Our thanks must also go to Mike
Elshaw who has managed to ensure that we have photos of every dog on the site. My thanks also go to
Lynne Roberts for ensuring that our dogs feature on the Dogs blog site. | would also like to thank those
people who have put links on their websites for us. Alison Rodgers has kindly set up a facebook page
for Labrador Welfare and | am pleased to see that a number of people are writing on our wall on a
regular basis. The monthly update of dogs available for adoption is still sent out to vets with whom we
have accounts. This is still sent with payment of bills so costs us nothing in postage.

We still get positive feedback about the Newsletter and some of our members continue to contribute
articles. A few people have asked me to send their copy electronically and if more people are able to do
this it will save on printing and postage costs. B&B Office (in Sheffield) continues to give us an excellent
discount on the photo copying costs and always give us helpful advice.

We continue to produce leaflets covering topics that we receive enquiries about. These offer advice and
information. We still use our 3-fold flier, 50 Club and Sponsor dog leaflets. We continue to produce
advertisements for dogs and | would like to thank the vets and pet shops that have displayed these for
us and to our members who place these adverts for us.

David Craig (breed note writer for Dog World) continues to include items sent in to him for the breed
notes.

2009/2010 has been another sad year for us with the passing of so many lovely dogs. Letters or cards
have been sent, or a telephone call made, to those people who have informed us of the loss of their pet.
These have included: -

Labrador Welfare dogs: - Cheeko Price, Buddy Braybrooke, Sandy Roberts, Max Furniss, Jake
Kitchen-Cooke, Saracen Balamatsias, Cedar Wilder, Millie Saxby, Leah Butler, Sam Bates, Jenna
Bradley, Gip Walters, Barney Barker, Ben Britton

Labrador Welfare foster dog: -  Tilly Thompson, Ebony Waterhouse, Harvey Bates.

Members and helper’'s dogs: - Shamus (GSD) and Molly Sleight (cross breed) - Sharon having now
lost 3 dogs in twelve months, Gatsby Carey, Paddy Spink, Lucy Brook and Dexter Logan,

We have also been saddened by the deaths of Mary Dance - Life member and Mona Noble -member of
Labrador Welfare. Sadly we have just heard that Pam Blair has lost her brave fight with cancer.

My thanks go to the Trustees and our Committee for their support throughout the year, their loyalty and
enthusiasm always keeps me going. My thanks also go to my dog walking companions, Sharon and
John, who are always willing to share ideas with me. | would also like to thank Quincy, Abby and Max for
sub editing the Newsletter for me, giving me moral support, ensuring that | keep active.

Dog bless.

Susan Roberts
Secretary
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Treasurer’s report

The accounts for the year ending 30 April 2010 are based on a record of money received and bills paid
by Labrador Welfare. Paper, envelopes and computer cartridges are not included in these costs.
Receipts have been produced for money paid out for, photocopying of newsletter and sundries.

Our income for the year is as follows: - adoptions £8,015.00, membership £1,320.00, donations from
members and supporters £9,018.17, fundraising £2,652.44 of which £917.00 was raised at the Fun Day
and £610.00 through a two day collection at Morrison’s Ecclesfield. The Castle Howard sponsored dog
walk raised £685.25.and the stall £155.00. The 50 Club raised £4,295.00. Transfer from reserve account
£3,686.00 from the Pedigree Adoption Drive Grant and £400.00 from the Jean Sainsbury Animal
Welfare Trust Grant.

Our expenditure for the year shows veterinary fees £1,920.77, help with neutering costs £1,121.47 and
kennelling fees £17,117.50. This may seem a large amount to spend but the use of kennels is still
proving successful. We also benefit from the kennel staff working with the dogs and the kennel owner’s
knowledge of dogs and help with the paperwork. Veterinary fees are mainly for our long-term foster
dogs and the 50 Club continues to support these. At present we have 20 dogs supported in this way.
New owners of foster dogs are still asked to cover certain costs such as booster vaccinations, wormers,
flea treatment, minor procedures such as clipping toenails and emptying of anal glands also kennelling
costs due to holidays. 50 Club prize payments were £949.00 however members donating their winnings
back into funds are not included in this figure.

Lottery fees were £20.00. Public liability insurance to cover us for dogs whilst in our care is £178.00 per
year. Liability for stall sponsored by the Treasurer.

The Secretary and Treasurer donated stationary, stamps and computer cartridges as their contribution
to the charity.

Other costs were £52.48 for domain hame and website, and £28.97 for purchase of rosettes.

A total of £100.00 was paid in refunds for failed adoptions and cheque refused due to lack of funds
£60.00

Purchase of goods to sell was £172.05, microchips £151.87 and purchase of vehicle plus expenses
£4,400.00

Transfers to No 2 Account were £3,530.00. Fund transfer £311.00 Outstanding cheque carried forward
to next financial year £75.

The balance at the year-end stands at £8,494.77

The No 2 account received transfers of £3,826.00 from the 50 club, £5,384.77 in donations, £1,041.50
from fundraising, £713.00 through the Sponsor Dog scheme and £2,284.64 from the Inland Revenue
through gift aid.

Veterinary fees totalling £11,866.09 were paid out. There were no outstanding cheques at year end.

The balance on this account stands at £6,327.92

The Reserve account has a balance of £4,685.99 this is our reserve in case it is needed and is also the
account that grants are paid into as the money gains more interest in this account.

All the above accounts are held with the Nat West Bank at Broomhill, Sheffield

The Fred & Audrey Baker Memorial Fund set up in memory of Audrey Baker has a balance with interest
of £1011.76.

Interest rates are very poor but about the best we can expect due to the current financial state of the
country.

This account is held with the Halifax Bank at Hillsborough, Sheffield

Membership of Labrador Welfare stands at 106 annual members and 38 life members making a total of
144.
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We are grateful to Sally Wheeler for continuing to coordinate the 50 Club for us. We now have 76
members of the club but we always need more members as we regularly have 20 foster dogs on our
books.

Our Sponsor Dog scheme was set up so that we could offer some financial support to adopters who
take on young dogs who may have medical or behavioural problems. Members pledge a set amount
each month and in return get updates on the dog they have chosen to sponsor. At present we have 7
dogs on the scheme Sandy, Jack, Henry, Toby, Lucky (how Mac), Charlie Bucket and Max. There are
14 sponsor dog members but we still need more to help support the cost of Sandy’s medication and
Jack’s continuing hydrotherapy.

Thanks to all those who have helped to raise funds for us and to Midland Counties Labrador and
Retriever Club and Northumberland and Durham Labrador Retriever Club for their annual donations to
us from their fundraising activities.

Thanks to Chris Burridge for collating the accounts and Sheila Godbehere for checking them for us free
of charge.

June Roberts
Treasurer
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Labrador Welfare Newsletter survey

*Please delete as appropriate

*| wish to receive a hard copy of the newsletter.

*| am happy to access the newsletter via the web site

*| am not interested in receiving the newsletter at all

Your full name (s)

Email address if applicable

It is important that you give us your full email ad dress if you want to access the

Newsletter via the web site as without it we won't be able to notify you when the web
site has been updated.

Please let us know which regular features you enjoy

Are there any other topics you would like to see covered.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.
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